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 Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) &
 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

	Similarities


	Administration
	SSI and SSDI cash benefits are administered by the Social Security Administration 

	Disability Determination
	SSDI and SSI have the same medical definition and disability determination process. An adult (18-64) must have a medically determinable physical or mental impairment that prevents them from doing substantial gainful activity. The impairment must be expected to last at least 12 months or result in death.


	Differences


Social Security Disability Income    




Supplemental Security Income
	Program 

Description
	Employment based insurance program.  Benefits convert to retirement benefits when individual reaches full retirement age
	Needs based program for blind, disabled or people aged 65 and older

	Work History
	Must have worked and paid Social Security taxes and accrued work credits.  A maximum of four credits can be earned per year.  The amount of earnings per credit changes annually in January.  
	No work history is required

	Benefit Amount
	Benefit amount will vary depending on when relevant work income is earned and the amount earned. Benefits may be paid to the individual worker and to certain family members who are dependent, elderly or disabled. 
	Standard 2013 benefit amount is $710 for an individual or $1066 for a couple and benefits are only paid to disabled individuals.  Other family members can only get benefits if they are independently disabled.

	Waiting Period
	Five month waiting period is required from time of disability until benefits can be paid  
	No waiting period

	Income and Assets 
	Generally, unearned income has no impact (a few exceptions) and there is no resource or asset limit
	Most income will effect and possibly reduce or eliminate benefits. Resources/assets must be below $2,000 for an individual or $3,000 for a couple

	Payments
	Checks are paid on a staggered schedule throughout the month and are paid one month behind
	Checks are paid for the month in which they are received and are paid on the first of the month

	Healthcare Coverage 
	Medicare coverage begins after 24 months of receiving benefits
	Those who receive SSI generally qualify for Medicaid (do not usually qualify for Medicare)

	For more Information
	Visit http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10029.pdf for more information about SSDI benefits 
	Visit http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-11000.pdf for more information about SSI benefits 
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